THE SPIRITUAL METHOD OF THE GURU     29

state of equanimity stifles the longing for spiritual rapture.
If the extinction of desire is the ultimate ideal of life, it
follows that all ethical endeavour must end in moral suicide.
Morality may be a safe, negative, neutral background without
any prepossessions or over-beliefs of doubtful value. But a
system of negations without suggesting any positive affirma-
tion is a logical impossibility. Empiricism is quite justified
in doubting and denying the existence of an absolute moral
law. Moral hope is rudely shaken by the fact that vice very
often triumphs over virtue. Ethics does not afford any
justification for preferring altruism to egoism. The stress
and storm of the religious life, its groans and gleams, the
colour and glow of love which transmutes sorrows into joys,
are all absent in a mere moral scheme of life.

Satyakama was, therefore, not satisfied with the empty
life of virtue. He then went to his master and narrated his
experiences and reflections. The guru smiled graciously
and said: "Well, Satyakama, know thyself; I see anew
brightness in your face. It is true that mere morality does
not satisfy the hunger of the soul. Righteousness should be
grounded in Reality. Philosophic enquiry alone will givevon
supreme happiness. Reflect, realize and return.^

Satyakama relumed pondering over the teaching of
his master. He began to reflect on experience and thus
realize the truth of the rahasya. Philosophy is the syn-
thesis of experience as a whole* It enquires into the root
causes of all beliefs. Science starts with certain basic con-
cepts relevant to its particular subject-matter. Philosophy
goes further and examines the validity of these concepts
themselves by developing a view of reality which will be
adequate to experience as a whole. The test of truth is
defined as a principle of consistency or coherence. Life may